BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee was held at the Village Hall on Tuesday 1 December 2009, commencing at 7.15 p.m.

Present:


Mr. J. Valentine (Chairman),




Mr. S. James, Mr. M. Paterson-Borland, Mr. D. Woad,




Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

Mr. A. Orme,

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council.

1.
Declarations of Interest


Councillor Derek Woad declared a personal interest in item No. 4 in regard to transport for 
the disabled.
2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee

The minutes of the last meeting of the Finance and Compliance Committee held on Thursday 17 September 2009, having been circulated, were confirmed a true and correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


The Clerk distributed a paper setting out the current establishment and the people and 
organisations involved in servicing the Parish Council’s administrative and operational 
requirements.

4.
To consider requests for donations under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended


Councillor Derek Woad gave a brief display of the type of vehicle required by the Burghfield and Mortimer Handybus, a local registered charity. No formal application had yet been submitted and the Chairman outlined the next steps to be taken before a request for support could be considered.


A request for a donation towards a recently formed dance group meeting at the village hall was deferred for more detailed information.

5.
Accounts for Payment.

Resolved that the items for payment shown on the list attached to the minutes be authorised 

   for payment, such sums to be debited to the account of the Parish Council.

6.
To approve the revenue and capital estimates for the financial year commencing 1 April 2010

Members had received a schedule of probable income and expenditure calculations, based on the anticipated outturn for the current year and the committed revenue expenditure for the following year. The figures were based on the revenue consequences of previous capital programs and the administrative and operational requirements necessary to meet the parish council running expenses and objectives.
Provisional figures obtained from Cemetery Development Services indicated that the creation of the new burial ground was likely to be a high cost item, and £50,000 had been included in next year’s capital expenditure budget.

Members then gave consideration to any alterations on the proposed figures and to policy decisions that would involve additional expenditure for new schemes. The litter collection budget remained unaltered, but revisions and improved practices would be introduced throughout the coming year. As in previous years, the pay structure for all staff would be reviewed during the coming financial year.


The ever increasing commitments falling upon the Clerk to the Council were given consideration, and the need for additional administrative facilities was examined. 


Resolved
That a detailed administrative structure be presented to the next 



meeting of the Committee.


Recommended     i.
That the revenue estimates as submitted be increased by 




£15,000 to allow for the post of an Assistant Clerk with 




effect from 1 April 2010.




   ii.
That the estimates as submitted, with the addition of the 




above item, be endorsed.
7.
Precept upon West Berkshire District Council for the Year commencing 1st April 2010
Consideration was given to the amount of precept to be served upon the District Council. In arriving at the required amount, Members were reminded of the need to ensure that the general balances, aside from those earmarked for specific purposes, were maintained at an appropriate level. The introduction of the new burial ground was likely to have a severe impact upon the spending levels of the Parish Council and, once commenced, there were legal obligations that had to be complied with. The capital sum of £50.000 set out in the estimates was, at this stage only provisional, and may well need to be exceeded as the preparation work proceeded.

Recommended that a precept in the sum of £240,000 be served upon West                           

  Berkshire District Council for the year commencing 1st April 2010. 

8.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.12 p.m.











Chairman
1

