BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 17 September  2009, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme (Chairman),

Miss. M. Cresser, Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson, 

Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill,
Mr. P. Lawrence,

Apologies:

Mr. C. Greaves, Dr. R. Longton, Mr. I. MacFarlane,

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council




Councillor M. Hall, Doug Mundy,




7 parishioners

Open Meeting

The Chairman reviewed the situation since the erection of the “NO DOGS 
PERMITTED” signs on the parish owned allotments areas. At the meeting of the parish 
council last week, several concerns about the reasons behind the decision had been raised by 

parishioners. Tony Orme had received several emails on the subject, roughly half objecting to 
the ban and half supporting the action. The reason for the ban was because, over a lengthy 

period, 
dog faeces had been a feature of the long grass and the hedgerows, causing 

considerable mess and difficulties to the grass and hedge cutting activities. It was 

pointed out that the path across 
the Common Allotments was not a statutory footpath, its 

prime purpose being to allow plot holders access to their respective plots. Councillor 

Roger Hannington had handed a set of allotment rules to all who had attended his rent 
collection session at the village hall, and these rules clearly stated that dogs were not 
permitted on the allotments.

Attention was also directed to the recently formed Allotment Association, and it was 
confirmed that it was not obligatory for any plot holder to join. Members had given a 
presentation to the July meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee, and had set 
out their objectives to work in harmony with the Parish Council.

The Chairman informed the parishioners that the Committee would be considering future 
actions during the formal part of the meeting, but all were most welcome to stay. 

********

1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meetings of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 16 July 2009, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

3.
Allotments Management

Members gave consideration to the comments and observations received during the earlier 
open meeting, and took into account the fact that an Allotments Sub Committee would take 


over some of the responsibilities for the administration of the allotments.


Resolved:
i.    that the signs currently erected on the allotments be allowed to remain 


      until the subject is examined at the first meeting of the Allotments Sub 




      Committee.




ii.    that the establishment of the Sub Committee would consist of 8 



       plotholders (2 of whom would be Association Members), 1 Parish 



       Council Environmental representative and Parish Councillors as elected 


       on to the Sub Committee.

Other items receiving attention were:


On the Hatch allotments, two areas would be provided for the compost of vegetation on the 
previous site of the bonfires.


The views of RoSPA would be sought on the provision of a life belt to be positioned adjacent 
to the pond on the Hatch allotments.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
It was understood that Mary Anne Thomas was now the West Berkshire 
Council 

Youth leader for the Burghfield area.


ii.
A reply had not been received in regard to the request for the financial details that had 

resulted in the District Council discontinuing the free collection of bulk household 

items.


iii.
The replacement dog bins for the Common Recreation Ground had been ordered.


iv.
A new grill had been fitted to the entrance of the culvert on the Hatch Allotments.


v.
The date for the meeting at West Berkshire Council offices to consider the speed 


review for the entire length of Reading Rod had not yet been scheduled.

4.
Recreation Ground Administration

Common.

In addition to the replacement of the three existing bins, it was agreed 



to locate a fourth bin in the corner adjacent to the footpath at the back 





of Bland’s Close.


Hatch


The broken bench was to be removed. Consideration of the 





replacement would be coupled with the play equipment exercise.

Old Rec

The application of graffiti to the skate board equipment continued, 





and had been removed on several occasions.

Wells


The safety surface under the roundabout had been ripped up on two 





occasions and would be repaired in the interests of safety. 

Play Equipment
Councillor Chris Greaves, the lead councillor for the play 
equipment project, was not able to attend the meeting but had left 
information that he was gathering information from both suppliers 
and parishioners. Councillor Carol Jackson-Doerge undertook to 
obtain information in regard to equipment suitable for the disabled.

5.
Parish Maintenance


Doug Mundy, the Parish Council advisor on all things green and growing, reported on 


recent activities, including the sites at Badgers Glade and School Firs. Considerable work had 


been done to promote the growth of the new trees planted last year, and all had been watered 
on a regular basis. A selection of new trees would be planted this Autumn in accordance with 
the budget provisions. The Chairman thanked Doug for his attendance and for the work he 
had undertaken.


The entrance to the picnic area off Hangar Road, near to the swing bridge, was considered to 
be in poor condition, with damage to the entrance and the adjacent grass verge. The District 
Council was to be requested to attend to the defects.

6.
Burial Ground


An update had been given to the meeting of the parish council the previous week, the basic 
details being as follows.


A letter dated 7 August had been received from Ken McDiarmid, the Resident Land Agent at the Englefield Estate, confirming that he could approve, in principle, and subject to the views of the Trustees, a lease of suitable length of the area of land adjoining the church yard at St. Mary’s, Burghfield. Mr. McDiarmid also gave permission for approved agents of the Parish Council to have access for the purposes of a detailed survey and associated scrub clearance.


Following receipt of the letter, the Clerk had arranged for the Parish Council’s tree surgeon to undertake a survey of the trees within the area and to prepare a report for West Berkshire District Council on the parish council’s proposals. Contacts were also to be made with surveyors qualified in cemetery design and development with a view to the preparation of tender documents for the necessary clearance and design work.


A meeting of the Burial Ground Sub Committee would be convened when the Chairman was satisfied that the time was justified.

7.
Hatch Area – Flood Alleviation Scheme

A copy of the WSP report had been sent to the District Council, but no return comments had 
so far been received.

8.
Bus Stops within the parish

The bus stops along the grass verge side of Clayhill Road had now been modified to permit 


access for vehicles for the disabled to get to the bus stop. Further work would be 


undertaken alongside the new path along the Reading road when the construction of the path 


was complete.

9.
Highway, Footway and Traffic issues.

Councillor Jonathan Gibson had been operative with SID and presented the latest figures.


No details had been received from West Berkshire Council in regard to the specification and 
costing of the new footpath from the Cunning Man to the Hatch area of Burghfield Village.

10.
Parish Footpath Map 

Councillor Paul Lawrence confirmed that the preparation of the parish footpath map had been 
completed and a final proof was ready. Quotations would be invited for the print run, the 
number of copies yet to be agreed.

11.
Litter Collection and Fly Tipping

The parish was relatively free of dumped litter at present. A known hotspot was Southwood 
Gardens, where frequent dumpings had been located.

12.
Millennium Pavilion


The CCTV pictures taken at the time of the damage to the pavilion had been made available 
to the Thames Valley Police and it was understood that an arrest was imminent.


The managers of the various Burghfield Football Club teams had been invited to a meeting 
with the Clerk and the letting policy for the forthcoming season had been outlined.

13.
Adopted telephone kiosks

English Heritage had set out the standards that were expected from Local Authorities who had 
chosen to acquire the red telephone kiosks that would otherwise have been removed from the 
parish. The three now owned by the parish council, at a cost of £1.00 each, were in need of 
refurbishment and the detail of the special colour red paint required was being sought. 

14.
Item for Information


District Councillor Carol Jackson-Doerge had visited the revamped Civil Service Sports 
building and had been impressed with both the venue and the advertised activities.

15.
Conclusion

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.46 p.m.











Chairman
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