BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 20 November 2008, commencing at 8.00 p.m.

Present:


Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, 

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill,

Mr. I. MacFarlane, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. A. Orme.
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council

1.
Election of Chairman for the duration of the meeting

Resolved that Paul Lawrence be elected Chairman for the duration of the meeting.
2.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

3.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 18 September 2008, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
Matters Arising on the Minutes
i.
The Parish Council had endorsed the Committee’s recommendations in regard to the Hatch Allotment flood schemes.

ii.
The contract for the resurfacing of the Common Recreation Ground car park 

had been awarded to J. S. Holmes at a total cost of £9,680.00 plus £924.00 VAT. This figure was well below the final budget figure.

iii.
The Parish Council had endorsed the Committee’s recommendation to permit a limited form of modern art, in keeping with the locality, to be applied to the skate board equipment, subject to acceptance prior to the commencement of the work.

5.
Recreation Ground Administration

A review of the administration and maintenance of the four recreation grounds 


resulted in the appointment of Members to “keep an eye” on the play equipment and 
structures and to report to the Clerk any irregularities. It was accepted that this activity involved no legal liability, but was an act of goodwill intended to maintain the high standard set for the grounds. The appointments were:
Common Recreation Ground


Michael Wright

Hatch Recreation Ground


Roger Hannington

Old Recreation Ground



Ian McFarlane

Wells Recreation Ground


Royce Longton

Paul Lawrence and Michael Wright undertook to review the requirements for seating on the recreation grounds and submit a brief summary to the next meeting.

6.
Parish Maintenance.


i.
Tree and general maintenance at Badgers Glade

The current position at Badgers Glade was reviewed. The updated  consultant’s tree survey report had still not been received, and it would be again requested as a matter of some urgency. An inspection of the entire area would be undertaken during January 2009.

ii.
General issues

It was confirmed, following the photographic session of the VDS workshop, that the concrete planters situated on parts of the highway verge would be removed. They had not been considered an attraction!

iii.
The height restriction at the entrance to the picnic area near to the swing 

bridge in Sheffield Bottom was reported to be broken. The surface of the car 

park was also considered to be in a poor condition, and improvements would 

be requested.
7.
Allotments Management.


Roger Hannington had completed the collection of the allotment rents, and 


was thanked for his good work. Roger reported that there had been 30 plot 


changes during the past year, and there was now a waiting list for the 


Common allotments.
8.
Highway, Footway and Traffic issues.

Notification was received of the proposed road closures for Ash Lane and Amners 


Farm Road due to road surface improvements. Ash Lane would be closed from 1 


January to 31 May and Amners Farm road from 5 January to 15 February 2009.

The reason for the lengthy closure of Ash Lane would be queried.

It was understood that the long awaited appointment of “lollypop” persons to oversee 

the crossing of Clayhill Road during Garlands School arriving and leaving times 

would commence with effect from 1 December 2008.

The Head of Highways at West Berkshire District Council had been reminded that the 

Parish Council had, some while ago, requested a review of the speed limits along the 

entire length of the Reading Road.

The Thames Water sewage manholes had been overflowing along Clayhill Road, and further representations would be made to the company to improve the flow and capacity of their surface water and sewerage systems.

The footpath from the Hatch to Church Lane was considered to be extremely narrow, and it was difficult, and impossible in places, for a normal width wheel chair to traverse it in safety. The situation had become particularly noticeable during the Remembrance Day Parade. West Berkshire District Council would be requested to submit observations, bearing in mind their responsibilities under the Disability Discrimination Act.

The bridge over the canal at the approach to Burghfield had been damaged for a number of months, and the District Council would be asked questions in regard to safety and repair.

A serious complaint that the Hosehill traffic lights had been simultaneously green at both approaches during the time around 9.00 pm on Wednesday 19 November would be conveyed to the District Council as a matter of urgency. 

9.
Litter Collection and Fly tipping

The litter collection system was still responsible for the collection of a considerable 

amount of litter strewn around the parish. The long awaited review would be held during the current financial year, after the Violia work schedules for the parish had been received.

A letter from the Campaign to Protect Rural England was received, together with a Stop the Drop toolkit, advising the Parish Council on new ideas and information on how to tackle the problem of litter and fly tipping in the parish. Councillor Ian McFarlane undertook to study the toolkit and report to the next meeting.

10.
Millennium Pavilion.
i.
The Clerk reminded members of the current security position at the pavilion, 

and the damage that was being inflicted upon the building. Although the 

broadband link had now been delivered to the West Berkshire Council 

monitoring room at Newbury, the lack of picture clarity and the inability of 

the operators to pan and tilt any of the cameras had meant that none of the 

recent damage had been recorded in sufficient detail to ensure the possibility 

of a conviction. New brighter bulbs had recently been fitted to the exterior 

lighting system and the proximity switches had been replaced with a more 

sensitive version. However, the cameras remained static, thus retaining the 

problems mentioned above.

A quotation had been received for the supply and fit of Pan Tilt Zoom camera which would give pictures of a quality that would allow conviction. The price is £553 for the camera and £300 fitting plus vat. 
Resolved that the new camera be purchased, but that members be appointed 


   to meet on site with Finchdata and the Clerk to agree the most 

   suitable position.

Members appointed were Royce Longton and Michael Wright.

ii.
Although the security system was relaying pictures to the Newbury Monitoring Room, and could also be viewed by the Chairman of the Parish Council and the Clerk, it would clearly be advantageous to have a local person able to spend some time during evenings watching the scene. Councillor Stephen Hill undertook to accept a link to the system and view the site during evenings when time permitted.

iii.
To review the letting charges for the current football season.



Resolved that the hire charges for the current season remain at £34.00 plus 




   VAT  (£5.95) for each match.
11.
Hatch Allotments
At this time it was resolved, in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies Admission to meetings Act 1980 as amended by section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be considered.

The Clerk gave a verbal report on the situation pertaining to the boundaries of the Hatch Allotments, and the actions taken were approved and endorsed.



Resumption of normal business

12.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.29 pm.










Chairman










15 January 2009
PAGE  
1

