BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 21 May 2009, commencing at 8.00 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A Orme (Chairman),

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson, 

Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill, Dr. R. Longton,

Mr. M. Wright.

                        Apologies:

Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. M. Lochrie 



Mr. I. MacFarlane.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council




Councillor D. Woad.




7 parishioners – during the Power Point presentation.

Prior to the commencement of the formal business, Members received a PowerPoint 
Presentation from Ian Kitson, representing the proposed Burghfield Plotholders Association.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Kitson for the points raised and assured him that they would be 
considered during the formal part of the meeting

1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Election of Vice Chairman of the Committee


Resolved that Mr. Stephen Hill be elected Vice Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing 


term of office.
3.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 19 March 2009, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
Matters Arising on the Minutes

i.
The Chairman reiterated his intention to ascertain the latest position in regard to the agreement to permit a limited form of modern art, in keeping with the locality, to be applied to the skate board equipment, subject to acceptance by the Parish Council prior to the commencement of the work.

ii.
The appointment of a “lollypop” person to oversee the crossing of Clayhill Road had still not been confirmed by West Berkshire District Council.

5.
Badgers Glade


The firm responsible for the unauthorised felling of two mature Oak trees in Badgers Glade 


had contributed four container grown Oak trees, and these had now been planted in Badgers 
Glade, not a simple task due to the weight of the trees, two of them adjacent to the area where 
the original trees had been felled.


Arrangements had been made for the trees to be watered throughout this summer.

6.
Recreation Ground Administration


RoSPA Report
  The annual inspection report had been received, and revealed a very high 




  level of conformance with the required safety standards. The few minor  


items in need of attention would be dealt with in the near future.


Common
  A bench kindly donated by William and Wendy Richmond had been 




  ordered, and would be erected on the ground.




  The area of the two football pitches had been seeded and treated to a mild 


  surface roughage.


Hatch

It was reported that the ground had recently been used for a ladies football 




match, although no formal permission had been sought.




Notwithstanding the issue of a set of “ground rules” for the May Fayre, it had 




been disappointing to see vehicles parked on the inner area that had been 



cordoned off as an exclusion zone. The rules would be examined to see if a 




 clearer description of the type and weight of vehicle to be excluded from the 




entire ground could be defined.




The condition of the grass would be monitored during the next two months




to see if a reseeding exercise would be required during the Autumn.


Old Rec
The earth bund had been damaged, but it was agreed that it would be a waste 




of time replacing the eroded earth. 


Wells

The goal mouth was to be infilled and seed sown.

7.
Parish Maintenance


Councillor Michael Wright reported clearing an area of the Common Recreation Ground 


on Monday 18 May after the year 11s were released early from The Willink School. A 

number of regular dog walkers came onto the Rec to find litter strewn all over the centre of 

the ground. This litter consisted of the empty bottles from a crate of WKD, at least half a 

dozen empty bottles of vodka, empty cider bottles, food packets, a Willink sweatshirt and a 

note book. A couple of the glass bottles had been smashed and everything else left across the 

ground. The dog walkers took it upon themselves to clean up the mess left behind as most of 

it was glass and the smashed bottles posed a hazard, not only to the dogs, but also to anyone 

else who might be on the ground The sweatshirt and notebook were taken by one dog walker 
who handed them into the school the next day.

The Chairman thank Michael and his fellow dog walkers for their action It was agreed that 
The Willink School be informed of this incident, with the request that pupils be requested 
to respect their environment. 


It is worth recording that the Common Recreation Ground, along with all areas of Burghfield 


Common is covered by the West Berkshire District Council byelaw covering the drinking of 
alcohol in open spaces.


There were no other items of parish maintenance requiring members attention.

8.
Parish Burial Ground


Resolved that the following members be elected to serve on the Burial Ground Sub 


   Committee for the duration of the current term of office.



   Mrs. C. Jackson Doerge, Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. I. MacFarlane



   Mr. J. Valentine,  Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

Members were informed of the current position in regard to the acquisition of the land.

9.
Allotments Administration

General   The earlier presentation by Ian Kitson had contained a request for consideration to 

    be given to the following subjects:



    Security, Water, Collection of Green Waste, Toilets, Non cultivated plots, Off 


    Road Parking, Rubbish and Communal Supply of Compost



    In order to give consideration to the views put forward during the earlier 


    presentation 
it was resolved:



    i    to establish an Allotments Sub Committee.



    ii.  to appoint the following members to serve on the sub committee or the ensuing 

         term of office.






     Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. A. Orme, Mr. S. Hill, Mr. M. Hall


Hatch
    Plotholders had requested, through the Clerk, that consideration be given to the 

    installation of two additional water troughs in view of the considerable take up of 

    plots.



    Resolved that two additional water troughs be provided for the Hatch Allotments


Common
It was agreed to remove the rubbish bin which was being used for dog faeces 


by unauthorised users of the ground for dog walking. The NO DOG notices 




had been ordered.

10.
WSP Flood Report

The subject had been dealt with at the meeting of the Parish Council on 14 May and there was 
no further progress to report.

11.
Highway, Footpaths and Traffic

West Berkshire District Council was considering the future of Ash Lane as a through road, 


and was to be requested to ensure that the Parish Council was consulted before reaching a 


conclusion.


The footpath alongside Clayhill Road was reported to be overgrown and in need of attention.


The introduction of the high kerbs at the bus stops on the grass verge side of Clayhill Road
ensured that no wheel chair or motorised vehicle could mount the kerb to get on the bus!


There was some confusion on the reason for the change of priority along Amners Farm Road.

12.
Burghfield Footpath Map


Councillor Paul Lawrence was ensuring that all of the statutory parish footpaths were free of 
obstructions and able to be walked  before the publication of the map.

13.
Litter and Flytipping

Attention was drawn to the litter being dropped from a white van seen in the parish.


District Councillor Carol Jackson-Doerge was requested to obtain the figures that had resulted 
in the District Council discontinuing the free collection of bulk household items.

14.
Millennium Pavilion


The replacement gutter was due to be installed shortly.


The CCTV linkage to the District Council was not proving to be a rip roaring success and 
discussions continued as to how the system could be improved

15.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.07 p.m.











Chairman
1

