
BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 19 March 2009, commencing at 8.00 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A Orme (Chairman),

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. P. Lawrence, 

Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill,

Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

Dr. R. Longton, Mr. I. MacFarlane.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council




Councillor D. Woad.




One parishioner – Doug Mundy

1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 15 January 2009, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes

i.
The contract for the resurfacing of the Common Recreation Ground car park, 

awarded to J. S. Holmes, was due to commence on 23 March. The work was scheduled to take two weeks.

ii.
The Parish Council Chairman reiterated his intention to ascertain the latest position in regard to the agreement to permit a limited form of modern art, in keeping with the locality, to be applied to the skate board equipment, subject to acceptance by the Parish Council prior to the commencement of the work.

iii.
The appointment of a “lollypop” person to oversee the crossing of Clayhill Road had still not been confirmed by West Berkshire District Council.

4.
Badgers Glade


Doug Mundy, the person assisting the Parish Council with their tree preservation 


and maintenance programmes, informed members of the act of criminal damage in Badgers 

Glade, where two sound Oak trees had been felled contrary to the tree preservation order for the land and by entering on to parish council land without permission. A site meeting had been arranged with the West Berkshire District Council Tree Preservation Officer and a further report would be submitted. 

During the visits to Badgers Glade it had been noticed that a small piece of land had been the subject of encroachment whilst in other locations material from adjacent gardens had been thrown onto Badgers Glade land. These matters would be attended to as part of the parish Council’s administration procedures.

The trees obtained for the current season had all been planted. Doug was thanked for this work and for his work in Badgers Glade and also the Hatch Allotments flood alleviation scheme.

5.
Review of Recreation Grounds - Report

Councillors Paul Lawrence and Michael Wright had prepared a report on the Common and Hatch recreation grounds, arising from the need to identify suitable locations for additional seating on both grounds.

The paper was intended to be used as a discussion document, highlighting the condition of the current furniture and facilities and leading to a decision and plan of action for the replacement and updating of specified equipment.

The paper had been distributed electronically in advance of the meeting.

The two members were thanked for the report which would be considered again at the next meeting of the Committee along with a summary of proposed action points.

6.
Recreation Ground Administration

Common

A letter had been received by Councillor Carol Jackson-Doerge, 



drawing attention to certain aspects of the ground that were 

considered to be unacceptable. The Clerk was requested to prepare a reply on behalf of the parish council.

A “conker” tree on the edge of the car park had succumbed to the terminal blight that was affecting a multitude of trees, and had been condemned by West Berkshire District Council. Arrangements were in hand for its removal. 


Hatch


The heavy vehicle regularly parked alongside the recreation ground 

had resulted in the erosion of the carriageway edge and large indents along part of the roadside verge. The District Council would be asked to repair the damage before the May Fayre week end.


Old Rec

As discussed earlier, the Chairman had undertaken to check up on the 





application of modern art on selected parts of the skate board 





equipment.


Wells


No reported problems.

7.
Parish Maintenance










The condition of the canal bridge in the Burghfield Bridge area was a matter of concern and British Waterways would be asked to hasten the permanent repair.

Garlands School had requested West Berkshire District Council to erect two dog bins in the areas adjacent to the school. In turn the District Council had requested the parish council if they would pay for one of the bins. Resolved that the parish council pay for one dog bin to be erected in the location shown on the map accompanying the request.

8.
Allotments Management

Common
It was apparent that dogs were being exercised across the Common Allotment plots, and their walkers were placing the dog excreta in the 


litter bins in the absence of a dog bin. The latter were not available because it was not a dog walking area. It was not the plot holders who were introducing the dogs, and therefore drawing attention to the situation by strengthening the rules would not solve the problem.


Resolved that three notices reading “NO DOGS PERMITTED ON THIS LAND” be erected at the entrances to the Common Allotments, and that, following the erection of the notices, the situation be monitored.

Councillor Roger Hannington announced that he would be collecting the plot rents at the village hall on Sunday 19 April.

The subject of the amount payable for an allotment plot would feature on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee.


Hatch


Additional plots had been let and the area previously used for car 





parking for visitors to the May Fayre was no longer available.


Members were asked to familiarise themselves with the area in order 


to be able to recognize the various parts of the ground.

The Clerk acquainted Members with the current situation in regard to the boundary issues. He would be meeting plot holders , who had expressed concern, on site on Thursday 26 March and would explain to them the current situation.

9.
Hatch Allotments Flood Alleviations Scheme
The meeting of the Committee held on 15 January had resolved that WSP be appointed to 

undertake the Hatch area Hydraulic Assessment in accordance with their written proposals for 

the sum of £3,750 plus VAT, plus expenses and third party costs. The work had now commenced, and the report, when finalised, would be presented to the Committee.
10.
Burial Ground

The meeting of the parish council held on Thursday 9 March 2009 had made the following 


decision:

Resolved that the Parish Council accepts the responsibility for the acquisition of the additional land for the burial ground subject to:

i.
the ability to enter into the long term lease with the Englefield Estate.

ii.
the proven ability to reach the new land with no hindrance and with a rite of passage across any adjacent land for that purpose.

iii.
an agreement with the Parochial Church Council on the respective roles and responsibilities for the additional ground.


In the short time since the meeting it had not been possible to make great progress, but 

members were invited to consider the appointment of a burial Ground Sub Committee that would be responsible for the smooth running of the ground once the details in relation to the acquisition had been formalised.    

Resolved that a Burial Ground Sub Committee be established and that the following members be appointed to serve thereon. Mrs. C. Jackson Doerge, Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. J. Valentine, 

Mr. D. Woad, Mr. M. Wright.

11.
Highways, Footpaths and Traffic

The West Berkshire Highway Improvement Programmes for 2009/10 to 2013/14 were received. The details relating to parish work would be extracted and reported to the next meeting.

The availability of SID would be taken up with the District Council.

No further information was available in regard to the pedestrian crossing requested for the Reading/Burghfield Road.

Increased vehicle speeding on local roads had become noticeable and the Thames Valley Police were to be requested to use the laser gun facilities provided by the parish council.
West Berkshire District Council would, from 1 April, be taking over the responsibility for on street parking. Leaflets given detailed information were available 

12.
Parish Footpath Map

Councillor Paul Lawrence confirmed that the parish footpaths were being walked to ensure that they were still in existence and free from obstructions. The map would be published when all the necessary information had been collated.

13.
Litter Collection and Fly Tipping

It had been reported that West Berkshire District Council had abandoned, with effect from 1 April 2009, the free collection of bulk items from households. Councillor Carol Jackson-Doerge was requested to find out the savings that the District Council would achieve by this action

A large amount of rubbish had been tipped in the road at the end of Bunces Lane, and also by the side of Cottage Lane adjacent to footpath 23. Streetcare would be requested to remove the debris.

14.
Millennium Pavilion


Further damage had been done to the gutters and down pipes.

In accordance with the request at the last meeting, two quotations had been received for the replacement of the gutters and down pipes at the pavilion. The full details would be reported to the next meeting of the committee when the outstanding queries had been resolved.


An extraction fan had been fitted in the plant room to reduce the amount of heat and ensure a 


better environment for the monitoring equipment.

15.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.12 p.m.











Chairman
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