BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 16 July 2009, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Present:


Mr. S. Hill (Chairman),

Mrs. M. Cresser, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. C. Greaves, 
Mr. P. Lawrence, Mr. I. MacFarlane, Mr. M. Wright(8.00).
Apologies:

Dr. R. Longton, Mr. A. Orme.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council




Councillor D. Woad.




No parishioners

1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meetings of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 15 and 21 May 2009, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes


i.
No information had been forthcoming in regard to the proposed limited form of 


modern art to be applied to selected surfaces of the skate board equipment. In view of 

the incorrect information given at a recent BMNAG meeting, and the continual 


application of inappropriate words and illustrations, the Clerk was requested to take 


over the task of 
sorting out the various issues involved.

ii.
The goal mouth on the Wells Recreation Ground had been in filled and grass seed 

sown.


iii.
Councillor Mick Hall had agreed to serve on the Allotments Sub Committee.


iv.
Councillor Paul Lawrence confirmed that all of the statutory footpaths within the 


parish had been walked and the next stage, compiling the narrative and agreeing lay 

out of the phamplet, was in hand.


v.
The financial details that had resulted in the District Council discontinuing the free 



collection of bulk household items were still awaited.

vi.
The replacement guttering had been installed around the Millennium Pavilion.

4.
Recreation Ground Administration


A report prepared by Councillors Paul Lawrence and Michael Wright for the March meeting 
had set out requirements for improvements on the Common Recreation Ground. A specific 
requirement related to the replacement of the existing dog bins, and a review of the current 


situation indicated that the bins located in position, 1, 2 and 3 on the plan were all in need of 
replacement. Resolved that three replacement dog bins be purchased for the Common 
Recreation Ground.

A capital provision had been included in the budget for the current year for the purchase and 
erection of play equipment on the various recreation grounds. 


Councillor Chris Greaves undertook to obtain catalogues for the type of equipment envisaged 
and to act as lead Councillor for the project.

5.
Parish Maintenance

The condition of the highway verge alongside the Hatch Recreation Ground and also the area 
around the swing bridge was to be brought to the attention of West Berkshire District 
Council.

6.
Burial Ground

Members were informed of the current position. Gill Lovell had made available copies of all 
correspondence between Englefield Estate and the Parochial Church Council, and the former 
had been requested to confirm their intentions in regard to the lease of land to the Parish 
Council. The method of access to the proposed burial ground would need to be given very 


detailed
consideration.
7.
Allotments Management


Hatch

Councillor Roger Hannington undertook to agree the locations for the 



additional water troughs the provision of which had already been agreed.



It was recognised that domestic material, including plastic bottles, was still 


being brought on to the 
allotment, and further attempts would be made to 


deter this activity. No attempt should be made to burn the material, but it 




should be removed from site in the most practical and lawful manner.



Registration of the allotment site with the Land Registry had been completed




and the details were tabled.


Common
Following consideration of the provision of water for this area it was 



resolved that one additional water trough be provided adjacent to the existing 


facility.

General
Roger had completed the collection of allotment rents for the current period, 


and members placed on record their thanks to Roger and Frances for the 



considerable amount of work involved.



The last meeting had received a presentation from Ian Kitson, 




representing the proposed Burghfield Plotholders Association, and the



details of the presentation was reviewed. It was agreed that the issues raised 


would be best referred to the first meeting of the Allotments Plot holders sub 


committee.

8.
Hatch Area Flood Alleviation Report

Details of the report produced by WSP had been made available to the last meeting of the 
Parish Council, and the full report was now tabled along with the numerous map and 
hydrology diagrams. A copy of the report had been forwarded to West Berkshire 
District 
Council, and their comments were awaited.

9.
Emergency Response Activities


West Berkshire District Council had produced a Guide to Developing a Community 


Emergency Plan together with a generic template that could be adapted according to the local 
needs and aspirations.


Resolved that this activity be not supported at this time, but that consideration of adoption 

   may be given on a future occasion.

10.
Willink Leisure Centre Joint Management Committee
A letter was received from the Arts and Leisure Services Manager at West Berkshire District Council, setting out the revised changes to the role and function of the Management Committee, approved by the WBDC Executive, and asking for the Parish Council’s observations. The main changes, already approved, were as follows.
Committee Title. 
The proposal is to change this from The Willink Leisure Centre Joint 


Management Committee/Board to The Willink Leisure Centre Joint 


Advisory Committee.
Composition.

That the current membership that gives West Berkshire District 



Council more representatives than other parties be changed to two 


representatives for each West Berkshire District Council, the 



Governing Body of the host school, Sulhamstead Parish Council, 


Burghfield Parish Council and Stratfield Mortimer Parish Council.

Meeting Purpose.
Over time the management arrangements at the leisure centre have 


changed to those in place at the time when the initial Joint 



Management Committee Agreement was signed by the various 



parties. The current purpose of the Willink Leisure Centre Joint 



Committee is more so one of acting in an advisory and advocacy 



capacity serving to gide and influence the future leisure centre 



service. Despite the fact that the current committees do not have any 


formal management powers, they serve as useful forums to represent 


the key stakeholders who support the leisure centre.
The fact that the Executive appeared to have already made a decision in regard to the new arrangements, which may fly in the face of the recently introduced District/Parish procedure guide, and the fact that this was now a commercial run enterprise, was viewed with concern and it was recommended 


i.
that the Parish Council view with concern the revised proposals to prevent 


any decision making by the contributing parish councils.

ii.
that the services and procedures provided by the Willink Leisure be kept 


under review.


iii.
that the decision to contribute towards the commercial venture be reviewed at 

the time of the preparation of the budget for the next financial year.

10.
Bus Stop Locations within the Parish

The attention of West Berkshire District Council had been drawn to the bus stop locations 
where, have provided the new heightened kerbs to assist with entering and leaving buses 
when using buggies or wheeled vehicles, it was now not possible to mount the kerb due to the 
height of the adjacent grass verges.

11.
Highways, Footways and Traffic

Councillor Michael Wright undertook to attend the meeting, date to be notified, at Newbury 
when the review of the Reading Road speed restrictions was to be conducted..

Greater attention to the speeding of vehicles in the 30 MPH area along Hollybush Lane past 

the Old Recreation Ground had been requested of West Berkshire District Council.


An obstruction caused by a tree on the footway near the corner of Birch Road and Clayhill 
Road would be reported to the District Council.


Difficulty had been encountered with having the use of SID by the Parish Council operatives, 
and enquiries would be made as to its availability.
12.
Parish Footpath Map

Following the position statement forthcoming during the matters arising on the minutes of the 
last meeting, it was agreed that when completed, a version of the footpath map would be 
published on the parish council web site.

13.
Litter Collection and Fly Tipping


There were no reported problems with either the dumping of litter or recent fly posting 
activities within the parish.

14.
Millennium Pavilion

Following receipt of a verbal report from the Clerk on the issues involved in the hire and 
maintenance of the pavilion it was resolved that the letting policy should be very strictly 
adhered to, and any defaulter be notified that further such action would result in exclusion 
from the hire of the building.

15.
Adoption of Red Telephone Kiosks

The parish council had applied for ownership of three red telephone kiosks within the parish, 
and the formal transfer of ownership had now taken place. The following kiosks were now 
owned by the parish council


01189832516
Recreation Road, Burghfield Common, RG7 3EN


01189832889  Hollybush Lane, Burghfield Common, RG7 3JN



01189832295
O/S Building 10A2 Street 11, Burghfield  RG30 3RP
In the event that the K series kiosk is listed there are responsibilities attached to the ownership of a listed building which must be adhered too. This can stipulate the colour, component type and materials used, also any physical repositioning of a kiosk. 

It was agreed that the adopted boxes were in urgent need or attention, the first requirement to be painting with the approved colour as stipulated by English Heritage.
16.
Conclusion

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.52 p.m.










Chairman










24 September 2009
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