BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 15 January 2009, commencing at 8.00 p.m.

Present:


Mr. M. Lochrie (Chairman),

Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton,
Mr. C. Greaves, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill,

Mr. A. Orme, Mr. M. Wright.

Apologies:

Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge, Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. I. MacFarlane.
In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council




Councillor D. Woad.

1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 20 November 2008, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes

i.
The contract for the resurfacing of the Common Recreation Ground car park 

awarded to J. S. Holmes, had not yet started due to unsuitable weather conditions.
ii.
The Parish Council Chairman undertook to ascertain the latest position in regard to the agreement to permit a limited form of modern art, in keeping with the locality, to be applied to the skate board equipment, subject to acceptance by the Parish Council prior to the commencement of the work.

iii.
An inspection of Badger’s Glade with the tree surgeon had been scheduled for Friday 23 January.
iv.
The majority of the concrete planters had been removed from around the parish. The removal of the planter from the corner of the Hatch Recreation Ground now allowed heavy vehicles to cut across the grass verge, and West Berkshire Council highways officers would be consulted about the placement of a bollard in the most appropriate position.
v.
The appointment of a “lollypop” person to oversee the crossing of Clayhill Road had yet to be confirmed.

vi.
Thames Water had confirmed that they would be repairing the defective inspection cover on the Hatch Recreation Ground.

vii.
Enquiries had confirmed that British Waterways were responsible for the damaged bridge, over the canal, on the Burghfield Road. They had confirmed that they would strengthen the barrier by the road side until permanent repairs were undertaken.

viii.
The link to the pavilion security cameras had been modified so that Councillor Stephen Hill could view the structure from his computer.
4.
Recreation Ground Administration 
Common
Councillor Michael Wright undertook to liaise with a 



parishioner who had generously offered to purchase a seat to be 



located on the ground. It was also agreed that a bench type 
picnic seat would be purchased for placement on the ground adjacent to the children’s play area.
Hatch
Permission was granted for the Burghfield Residents Association to hold the May Fayre on the ground during the week end 2nd and 3rd May. The conditions applicable to the use of the ground last year would again apply.


Old Rec
Consideration would be given to the erection of a sign reading 



“The use of this area is at your own risk”

Wells

No reported problems.

5.
Parish Maintenance

As detailed above, the Badgers Glade inspection would be done on 23 January. A copy of Mike Kelly’s Tree Survey report had been made available to Oakey Garden Services and the object of the inspection was to detail the work as shown in the second schedule of the report. Doug Mundy would be attending with the Clerk and he would be supervising the agreed work schedule.
The adoption of the three available red telephone kiosks had been secured, but there was still a problem in obtaining an MPAN number for the kiosks. Councillor Paul Lawrence undertook to obtain the requisite numbers.

6.
Allotments Management


Common
Councillor Roger Hannington reported that he now had a waiting list 




for plots on the Common Allotments.




There was evidence that people were crossing the ground for the 

purpose of exercising their dogs, and deposits were being placed in the rubbish area or left on the ground. A notice would be erected drawing attention to the bye laws and the fact that the ground must not be used for dog walking.

Hatch

New plots had been created to cater for the increased demand.

7.
Hatch Area - Flood Alleviation Scheme

The September meeting of the Committee had recommended that expert views be sought on the possible amount of water that could gather in the area following heavy rainfall, and the anticipated quantity and flow rate of water that could reasonably be expected to be evacuated from the Hatch Allotments area. The Parish Council had endorsed the recommendation and WSP, a firm that had assisted West Berkshire Council in their district wide flooding report, had submitted a detailed quotation for preparing a Hydraulic Assessment for the sum of £3,750 plus VAT, expenses and third party costs. A detailed appreciation of the task had also been received together with timescales and conditions of engagement.
Resolved that WSP be appointed to undertake the Hatch area Hydraulic Assessment


   in accordance with their written proposals for the sum of £3,750 plus VAT,


   expenses and third party costs.
8.
Highway Footpath and Traffic

The following items were received as detailed below.

The highway improvements on Amners Farm Road were due to start on 19 January for approximately 4 weeks.

A request by a parishioner to West Berkshire Council to close Ash Lane was not supported.

The attention of West Berkshire Council was to be directed to a considerable amount of mud on Pingewood Road North.

It was agreed to invite a representative from Hadley’s to attend the next meeting of the committee.

The ponding of water still remained along the Reading Road close to the traffic light crossroads, and there was also a similar problem on the road in the dip along the Theale Road. Both situations would be referred to the District Council.

9.
Litter Collection and Fly Tipping


Southwood Gardens had been subject to fly tipping and a car had been abandoned in 


Omers Gully.

10.
Conclusion

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.56 p.m.










Chairman
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