BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Environment and Recreation Committee was held at the Village Hall on Thursday 18 September 2008, commencing at 8.00 p.m.

Present:


Mr. A. Orme, (Chairman),

Mr. P. Lawrence, Dr. R. Longton, 

Mr. J. Gibson, Mr. R. Hannington, Mr. S. Hill,

Mr. I. MacFarlane, 

Apologies:

Mr. P. Kearney, Mrs. C. Jackson-Doerge,

Mr. M. Lochrie, Mr. M. Wright.

In Attendance:

Clerk to the Parish Council




Mr. D. Woad, Mr. D. Mundy, Mr. & Mrs. Gomm


Open Meeting

Di Anne Johnson, a Youth Worker with West Berkshire Council, explained her views on the graffiti problem associated with the equipment on the Old Recreation Ground, and distributed examples of possible artistic solutions to the problem. The item was considered later during the meeting.
Mr. and Mrs. Gomm attended in order to acquaint Members with the flooding problems that they had encountered during the time since they had purchased Merryfield. Mr. Gomm explained that he was satisfied with the work undertaken by the Parish and District Councils to clear the ditches and culvert, excavate the pond to a much greater depth and place the material along the eastern edge of the allotments to form a bund. He was of the opinion that the bund should now be enlarged to provide a type of reservoir in the event of extreme weather and/or the Thames Water sewerage system becoming overloaded. The item was considered during the meeting. 
Doug Mundy, a former Chairman of the Parish Council, explained that there was one other ditch that could be cleared along the edge of the ground, and this may assist in clearing the water from the area. Several surveys had revealed that the culvert was never full when the ground had been flooded but the screens erected by the District Council collected leaves, branches and material from upstream of the ditches, leading to water spilling over the drainage ditches. The screens were visited 3 times each week in order to remove any blockage, but during certain times, especially during Autumn, blockage could take place in a few hours. He was of the opinion that an extension to the bund was not required and was not a viable solution.

1.
Declarations of Interest
There were no foreseeable items on the agenda that would require a Member to declare either a personal or prejudicial interest.

2.
Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee
The minutes of the last meetings of the Environment and Recreation Committee held on 19 June 2008, having been circulated, were confirmed a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

3.
Matters Arising on the Minutes

There were no matters arising on the minutes that required attention. The main items 


were featured on the agenda for the meeting.
4.
Hatch Allotments– to give consideration to a proposal to increase the area of the 


bund.

The open meeting had received an address from Mr. Gomm, a resident of Merryfield, whose home had been flooded during July 2007, and numerous times before that. The basis of that address is shown in the open meeting minutes.
Work had been done on the Hatch allotment site as described earlier, and the creation of the small bund had attracted severe complaints from a number of well established allotment plot holders who had considered that it was unsightly, unnecessary and a misuse of parish land.
Following wide spread flooding throughout West Berkshire during July 2007, a report had been prepared by West Berkshire Council, listing three minor works and three maintenance programs that may be considered to reduce the extent of flooding in Burghfield Village. The details are as follows:

Maintenance

· Increasing the maintenance regime for Burghfield Brook that runs parallel to Post Office Lane and through the fields to the east of Reading Road at the rear of Blackmor and Mapleton Cottage.

· Inspect and clean the culvert on the brook under Veryan Cottage and Wingfield

· Maintain the ditches and Clayhill Brook on Theale Road

Minor Works

· Create a low bank alongside Post Office Lane properties in order to prevent flooding from the Burghfield Brook overflowing at the culvert and from road run off.

· Use land beside the brook to attenuate floodwater and mitigate the risk of flooding to the houses.

· Consider installing an earth bund on the allotment site north of the Burghfield Brook to create a flood storage area in order to attenuate flow into the culvert under the Reading Road during a storm event.

Consideration was given to the above proposals and to the issues raised by Mr. Gomm, and it was Recommended that the following actions be put in place:
i.
That a meeting to discuss the various proposals be convened with West Berks 


Council.

ii.
That expert views be sought on the possible amount of water that could 


gather in the area following heavy rainfall, and the anticipated quantity and 


flow rate of water that could reasonably be expected to be evacuated from the 


Hatch Allotments area.

iii.
That no decision be made in regard to the possibility of an extension to the 


bund until all other possibilities had been investigated and put to the test.
5.
Parish Maintenance.

i.
Tree and general maintenance at Badgers Glade



A review of the work undertaken so far was reviewed and the future 

program examined. The Parish Council’s solicitors had obtained a copy of the tree preservation order for the Badgers Glade land, and the detail referred to a time before the current dwellings within the small estate were constructed. An update of the Consultant’s report, confirming the trees on which the District Council Tree Officer had confirmed could receive attention, was still awaited.
It was Resolved:
i.
To seek the update to the Tree Report

ii.
To ascertain the views of another tree surgeon in regard to the second 


stage program of work.


ii.
The District Council was to be requested to cut the overhanging hedges 



alongside the footpath along Hermits Hill.

6.
To receive tenders for the resurfacing of the Common Recreation Ground Car 

Park and appoint a contractor to undertake the work
The Clerk reported that he had sought three tenders for the resurfacing of the Common Recreation Ground car park. The figures analysed by the Consultant Architect had revealed two prices very similar, but over twice the budget and one very much nearer to the budget figure, but possibly under specified. This situation had not yet been fully scrutinized. Under the circumstances it was not possible to appoint a contractor at this meeting.
Members agreed with the conclusion, and Resolved that the Clerk and the Finance Committee Chairman be authorised to appoint a contractor to resurface the car park when the figures had been fully examined, providing that the cost did not exceed a figure of £17.000 plus VAT.

7.
Recreation Ground Administration


Common
Following the soil examination, the ground had received an all over  




treatment with lime and general fertiliser.
Hatch
The Burghfield Football Club had drawn attention to their opinion of the surface on which some of the young players played last season. The Parish Council had agreed that the ground could be used for general training purposes but had not been informed that matches were being played. A professional inspection of the ground had delivered a report that it was in reasonable condition, and any attempt to roll it or undertake another schedule of work may well do more harm than good. The Club had been informed of this view.
Old Rec
The Open Meeting had earlier received an address by Di Anne Johnson on the merits of using artistic art to decorate surfaces, thereby deterring those with a less artistic bent from using foul and unattractive signage. There appeared to be a distinct possibility that the good work would be defended by those using the facilities. Examples of this art had been circulated at the meeting earlier, and the merits of this approach were examined at some length. An inescapable fact was that the skate board equipment was constantly covered with unacceptable graffiti, the District Council took an age to remove it, and many parents had complained that the wording was totally unacceptable.

Recommended That Di Anne be informed that some modern art 


mural could be applied to selected areas of the 


skate board equipment in keeping with the locality, 



subject to acceptance prior to commencement of the 



work.

Wells

No issues to deal with.
8.
Highways and Traffic


The Thames Valley Police had been requested to undertake vehicle speed checks 


along the section of Theale Road adjacent to St. Mary’s School.


Several outstanding issues in relation to highways and traffic would be raised with 

Mark Edwards at West Berkshire Council. Among the items to be discussed were the Reading Road speed assessment, the ponding of water approaching the traffic lights along Reading Road and the progress of the footpath/cycle path from the Cunning Man towards the Hatch area.

9.
Litter Collection


The local litter collection scheme was recognised to be in need of review, and figures 


in relation to the schedules recently taken over by Violia were awaited.

10.
Millennium Pavilion
Following the resignation of the pavilion cleaner, a commercial firm had been appointed to clean the pavilion on a weekly basis. In addition to the interior and exterior cleaning, all materials and consumables would be supplied and all rubbish removed from site.
The building continued to receive undue attention from those intent on inflicting damage, and gutters, windows and window sills had recently been damaged. Tenders had been placed for a firm to be appointed to deal with property repairs promptly, rather than leave it to the handyman when time permitted.

The security system was continually being monitored to try to get the best results, and an incident on 24 August had been recorded and the police notified. Unfortunately they had stated that they had no resources available to attend the site.
11.
Conclusion


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.10 pm











Chairman
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