BURGHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Allotments Management Sub Committee was held at the Village Hall on 19 November 2009, commencing at 6.30 p.m.

Present:

Councillors: 


Mick Hall, Steve Hill, Tony Orme.



Co-opted Plot Holders:

Ann Stroud, Jen Smith, Ian Kitson, 







Steve Callen, Jonathan Sayer. 



Parish Council Advisor:

Doug Mundy

In Attendance:
Non co-opted Plot Holder:
Graham Beer




Clerk to the Parish Council

1. Declarations of Interest

There were no items on the agenda requiring Parish Councillors to declare either a personal or 
prejudicial interest.
2.
Election of Chairman


Resolved that Tony Orme be elected Chairman of the Allotments Management Sub 


   Committee for the duration of the current Municipal year.

3.
Election of Vice Chairman


Resolved that Mick Hall be elected Vice Chairman of the Allotments Management Sub 


   Committee for the duration of the current Municipal Year.

4.
Terms of Reference

As this was the inaugural meeting of the Sub Committee, members were invited to comment 
on those issues that they believed were of the most importance to the plot holders. These 
subjects would be incorporated in the final terms of reference for the future guidance of the 
Sub Committee. Items raised were:


To assist with the stewardship of the allotment gardens.


To ensure that plot holders have a voice when the parish Council debated allotment issues.


To ensure that membership of the Allotments Association was not mandatory.

5.
General Allotment Issues

The treatment of general compost material and the disposal of the waste collected from other 
parish council sites were considered. Current legislation imposed restrictions in the movement 
and burning of a range of materials and it was essential to ensure that the Parish Council 
conformed to acceptable procedures. In addition to the movement of parish council 
vegetation, plotholders and non allotment holders had in the past imported rubbish on to the 
Hatch Allotments for subsequent burning, and all agreed that this practice must cease 
forthwith.


The Environment and Recreation Committee had previously agreed that the site of the 
previous bonfire area would be used for the erection of two communal composting areas, and, 
following a general discussion, it was agreed that this was acceptable, at least for a trial 
period.


The Committee had also agreed that the capacity of the existing water troughs should be 
doubled on both sites, and estimates were currently being obtained. As part of the exercise, 
the capacity of the water supply input to both sites would be obtained and enlarged if 
considered necessary.


The presence of young children on the Hatch Allotments was a matter for concern, and the 
plot holders involved would be requested to ensure that children under their care were 
supervised at all times.


The existing allotment rules were briefly considered and it was agreed that they were in need 
of redrafting to take into account the changing circumstances. For many years allotment plots 
had remained vacant, but the changing economic circumstances had brought about a demand 


for plots, which must be made available first to parishioners. The decision as to whether 
dogs would be allowed on the sites, and if so under what conditions, would be incorporated 
within new rules, as would the “rite of passage” for non allotment holders.

Members of the Allotment Association were requested to prepare and present to the Parish 
Council a list of items that could reasonably be expected to be provided for the sites.

6.
Conclusion


The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and for their contribution and 
declared the meeting closed at 7.28 p.m.




Chairman
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